CHAPTEE  XXIII

THE  GEOLOGICAL CONQUEST OF THE HIGHLANDS.

IN the early days of geological speculation, it was a
favourite belief among the disciples of Werner that the
primeval shoreless ocean which tumbled round the globe
held in its hot and fecund waters the substance of all
rocks, and that the earliest of the deposits which settled
down on its floor were such as have received the names
of gneiss and schist. The followers of Hutton, on the
other hand, maintained that these rocks do not exist now
in their original condition, that at first they were mere
ordinary sediment, like the mud, silt, and sand of the present
sea-bed, and that they have subsequently been squeezed,
hardened, and rendered crystalline by the action of the
earth's internal heat. With the advance of years, the essen-
tial truth of the Huttonian creed became clear. All over
the world proofs were obtained that gneiss, schist, and
similar rocks, instead of being necessarily the oldest forma-
tions, belonged to many different geological ages. Sometimes
the sedimentary deposits of one period, sometimes those
of another, had come within the influence of underground
movement and heat, with the result of assuming a more or
less perfectly crystalline character. Hence, without a carefules, urging him to do the same in many of our
